GAUGING the

GREY AREA
Standards for Artistic Labor

Artistic labor is often considered to be

RESULTS
0-15 Dark and Stormy
but you have other priorities and in the end saying no here will leave space for a
conditions for others as well. You may even want to take the time to write a letter to

15-30 Portland Winter

there is no change in conditions.

30-45 Bay Fog. Visibility is low but there could be a beautiful vista behind the

positive aspects: a gift economy encourages
you won’t get the most of this opportunity. Set up a face to face meeting and go into

professionalization of the arts presumably
elevates the artist to a more respected role in
the status of the artist and the value of their labor
has left artists in the position of the precarious

Use this quiz to gauge the grey area of your own artistic labor

45-60 Marine layer

Question No. 2
impact of this project?

Question No. 3
How might my participation enable
or constrain the ability of the
commissioners to exploit artists?

Question No. 4

chances are you will walk away feeling good about the work you’ve done and the

risks?

the support to do it without burning out or going deep into debt will inevitably lead
to more good things and stronger work in the future.

Question No. 5

60-75 April showers

What type of exposure will I receive?

resources for things to grow. Your work will thrive here. Keep the good communisharing your gratitude and appreciation for their part in making your work shine.

territory between a resounding yes and a resolute no.

Is this project creatively exciting to
you and is it relevant to your current
practice?

of a lush green spring to follow. Take time to reconsider the project and the relationwould sweeten the deal? Are there other resources that might be tapped if the proj-

all that they can for the promise of exposure.

Question No. 1

much it means to be given the resources to make great work and thrive as an artist.

ANSWERS

ADD IT UP
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Answer No. 4

No. 4
even considering this?

opportunity will outweigh the risks.

Answer No. 5

No. 5
PR strategy seems pretty generic and formulaic.

associated with them.
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Turn the page over
to see your results

